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Minutes 
Waskasoo Community Association Meeting 

2013 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
December 5, 2013 

Central Alberta Theatre 
 
 
Next Meeting: Thursday, January 23rd at It’s All Greek to Me (#7 3701 50th Avenue) 
Present: Darcy Garrett, Pierre Oberg, Brenda Garrett, Pete Weddell, Eric Ludwig, William Weiswasser, 
Susan Jensen, Christine Funk, Marianne Lee, Jason Nolet, Dean Cowan, Clarence and Betsy Woltjer, 
Harold and Barbara Connell, Kerry Saunders, Alicia Nolet, Kristina and Winter Oberg Special Guest: 
Randa Wheaton, Senior Planner for The City of Red Deer     

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:32 pm. On behalf of the board, Darcy 
thanked everyone for attending, Central Alberta Theatre for the use of the meeting room, and 
It’s All Greek to Me for the appetizers. He also thanked Pierre for his years of service on the 
board and spoke his regrets that Pierre is no longer on the board as he has moved out of 
Waskasoo. 

2. Treasurer’s Report: Eric gave a summary of the association’s finances for the 2012-2013 fiscal 
year. Our total income was $5 301.70 and our expenses were $2 324.24. As of June 30th 2012, 
we have an account balance of $4 474.74. He then summarized the auditor’s report. 

3. Director’s Report: Brenda reported on the association’s events and activities over the past year. 
4. Area Redevelopment Plan: Randa Wheaton, Senior Planner for the City of Red Deer, spoke to 

the association about the upcoming ARP and the process involved. In summary, the City wants 
the planning and investigating process to be effective, transparent, and comprehensive. For the 
Waskasoo ARP they are considering a new approach because what the community desires goes 
beyond the boundaries of a typical ARP as set out by the Municipal Government Act of Alberta. 
Planning is calling the new document the “Waskasoo Neighbourhood Plan” which allows them 
to find out what the issues are and then create a document that fits those issues. Planning 
hopes to bring in a Community Program Facilitator to find out what the issues are and will tailor 
a plan to address those issues. 

The Waskasoo Plan will also be constrained by the hierarchy of planning documents within 
which it needs to work. The Environmental Master Plan, Parks Maintenance Plan, and others 
may feed into the Waskasoo document. 
 
Planning will research what Waskasoo is over the next month or so. The study area will be that 
of the Waskasoo Community Association boundaries. 
Planning’s process will be: 

1. Pulling the facts together 
2. Facilitating a neighbourhood workshop that will consist of: 

i. Process overview 
ii. Maps, tables, and statistics 

iii. Identifying the policy framework the plan must fit 
within 

iv. Informing stakeholders of what’s been done elsewhere 
v. Determining what makes Waskasoo great 
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vi. Identifying concerns and issues and discuss solutions 
vii. Identifying the next steps    

A notice of the workshop will be sent to all property owners and 
stakeholders and there will be a public service announcement.  
The goal of the workshop will be to get a clear vision of what’s 
important and set out goals, objectives, and actions for the 
neighbourhood plan. The information gathered will be the basis for the 
plan. 

3. Facilitate “Check-in Discussions” where planning will update the 
community, identify and respond to new issues.  

4. Draft the document and bring it back to the community/stakeholders 
for input. 

5. Hold a formal open house for all stakeholders to review and hopefully 
support the document.  

6. Take the document to the Municipal Planning Commission and then to 
Council. 

Darcy thanked Randa for her presentation and opened the floor to questions and comments. 
Discussion developed around the following: 

- The WCA Board has gathered much information already which could become a part of the 
plan process. 

- There should be more than one Neighbourhood Workshop in order to gather input from as 
many people as possible. 

- The Waskasoo Neighbourhood Plan should be a planning document approved by council 
that will bind developers. It should have the same legal standing and the same protocol for 
alterations to the document as an ARP would have. 

- The Waskasoo Neighbourhood Plan should contain an ARP as a part of the broader 
document.                

- The Waskasoo Neighbourhood Plan should include: 

 ways to protect, conserve and enhance the natural environment  

 ways to address infills and development 

 should address traffic calming and involve updated traffic counts and patterns 

 address the future use of the surrounding Public Service lands 
 

5. Election of Officers: 
2013 Board   2014 Board 

 President  Darcy Garrett   Darcy Garrett 
 Vice President  Pierre Oberg   Eric Ludwig 
 Secretary  Brenda Garrett   Brenda Garrett 
 Treasurer  Eric Ludwig   Dean Cowan 
 Members-At-Large Susan Jensen   Susan Jensen 
    William Weiswasser  William Weiswasser 
    Christine Funk   Christine Funk 
    Dean Cowan   Marianne Lee 
    Marianne Lee   Jason Nolet 
    Jason Nolet 
 Auditors  Dean Cowan   Susan Jensen, Eric Ludwig 
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6. Tallest Sunflower Competition: Christine announced that Pete Weddell was the winner of the 
Tallest Sunflower Competition. Pete was awarded with a bird feeder and a $50 gift certificate to 
the Kerry Wood Nature Centre. 

7. Other:  
a. Report on Opposition to the Use of Pesticides in Parks and Playgrounds: Pierre 

informed the association about the City’s return to the use of pesticides in parks and 
playgrounds and of the work that is being done by himself and others to reverse this 
decision. He appealed to the group to write letters to councillors and to visit the website 
pesticide-free-play.info.  

b. Call for Volunteers: Darcy announced the call for volunteers to assist with flyer 
deliveries, the adopt-a-park program, run the website, and to help those who need 
assistance during severe weather events. Clarence and Betsy Woltjer volunteered to 
help deliver flyers, Pete Weddell volunteered to help during severe weather, and 
Christine Funk volunteered to be our new webmaster. 

8. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm.  

 

   

   


